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E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: GDR MEDIA COVERAGE OF FISCHER VISIT TO 
WASHINGTON 

REE: BERLIN 3846 

1. NEUES DEUTSCHLAND OF JUNE 8 REPORTS ON FOREIGN MINISTER 
FISCHER'S MEETING WITH WASHINGTON JOURNALISTS AND MEMBERS 
OF THE SENATE AND HIS TOUR OF THE DRESDEN ART EXHIBIT. 
COVERAGE IS AS EXTENSIVE BUT CONSIDERABLY LESS PROMINENT 
THAN THE REPORTING OF HIS MEETING WITH THE SECRETARY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BERLIN 03907 092339Z 
(REETEL). 

2. MOST OE THE REPORT DEALS WITH HIS STATEMENT TO 
WASHINGTON JOURNALISTS IN WHICH HE STRESSES THE IMPORTANCE 
IN GDR FOREIGN POLICY OP AVOIDING WAR AND THE CENTRALITY 
OF PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE. PISCHER IS QUOTED AS DECLARING 
THE WILLINGNESS OP THE GDR TO BE COOPERATIVE AND CON- 
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STRUCTIVE IN FINDING SOLUTIONS TO INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS, 

AND IS REPORTED TO HAVE AFFIRMED, IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS, 

THE "COOPERATION OF THE GDR WITH LIBERATED NATION STATES". 
(NOTE: THIS IS AS CLOSE AS ND COMES TO GIVING ITS READERS 
AN IDEA OF WHAT FISCHER WAS ASKED AND REPLIED ON GDR'S 
INVOLVEMENT IN AFRICA.) HE IS ALSO REPORTED TO HAVE STATED 
THE IMPORTANCE IN GDR POLICY OF THE SSOD, BANNING NEUTRON 
WEAPONS, A GENERAL HALTING OF NUCLEAR 

WEAPONS PRODUCTION AND A BANNING OF PRODUCTION AND DEVELOP- 
MENT OF NEW WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION. FISCHER IS 
REPORTED TO HAVE SAID THAT IT IS IN THE NATURE OF THINGS 
THAT STATES WITH DIFFERENT SOCIAL SYSTEMS WOULD HAVE 
DIFFERENT INTERESTS BUT THAT IT IS NECESSARY TO VITALIZE 
THOSE BASIC INTERESTS WHICH CONTRIBUTE TO THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF COOPERATION. IN THIS RESPECT HE SINGLED OUT TRADE 
RELATIONS WHERE HE CRITICIZED "TRADE BARRIERS, 

RESTRICTIONS AND OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE HINDRANCES" WHICH THE 
GDR EXPECTS TO BE REMOVED. 

3. ND REPORTS BRIEFLY THAT FISCHER MET WITH SENATORS 
CHURCH, CRANSTON AND JAVITTS AND DISCUSSED WITH THEM MEANS 
OF IMPROVING BILATERAL RELATIONS AND STRENGTHENING OF 
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. REPORT ALSO NOTES FISCHER'S 
VISIT TO THE DRESDEN ART EXHIBIT AT THE NATIONAL GALLERY. 

4. COMMENT: LIKE THE REPORT CONTAINED REFTEL, THIS 
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MEDIA TREATMENT IS GENERALLY UPBEAT AND POSITIVE IN DEMON- 
STRATING THE GDR'S DESIRE FOR BETTER BILATERAL TIES. HOW- 
EVER, UNLIKE THE PREVIOUS DAY'S REPORT, IT DOES NOT CONVEY 
TO GDR READERS ANY PARTICULAR RECIPROCITY ON THE AMERICAN 
SIDE. END COMMENT. BOLEN 
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